- Daily Business Review: News Item

= Law.com Home

33111 Businosug

REVIEW B

Home

= Newswire

Logout

Real Estate / Finance

Legal/ Courts

Blogs {free access)

Public Notices

Products / Services

Subscribe

Events

Advertising

Announcements

Employment

Community Links

Directories

About Us

Manage My Account

arry Fiorids Rasiden
Bracing for Fay

-other informafion to

http://www.dailybusinessreview.com/news.html?news_id=46128

Page 1 of 3

= Lawlobs " % CLE Center # LawCatalog » Qur Sites = Advertise

Search Site & Archives: News

Search For Jobs

Most Effective Lawyers: Appellate Finalist

Fight over driver information may be on road to U.S. Supreme Court ,JOb'T'”PE ;

lect Cate

Region .. ..
Flonda

December 14, 2007 By: Julie Kay

Keywurd (optlonal)

Joel 8. Perwin, solo
practitioner

CORFORATE LITECGATION WEBSERIES

Miami appellate lawyer
Joel Perwin took on the
state this year and wona .
case that could put money
in the pockets of every
driver in the state of
Florida.
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[954) 491 - 2051

The case centers on
whether the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles is allowed to sell
driver’s license information
fo privaie companies.

Florida collected $27
million in one year selling
informatton about drivers’
vehicles, addresses and

marketers.

Perwin represented four
Floridians in a class action
lawsuit against the state
agency and three of ifs
officials. The plaintiffs
complained they were
being bombarded with bulk
mailings and phone calls
from telemarketers due to
the sale of the information.

U.S.-District Judge Jose E. | B
Martinez in Miami
dismissed the case in
March 2008, ruling the
state officials had qualified )
immunity and no constitutional rights were violated.'

S——

Perwin appealed to the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, arguing the state knew it
would violate a new federal privacy law by selling the information but went ahead

anyway. _ L

The state argued it had immunity as a government body and payments to all Florida
drivers could bankrupt it. Perwin said that argument is premature.

A unanimous ruling in February reversed Martinez and remanded the case for a ruling
on damages. Martinez could Ievy liquidated damages of $2,500 per driver but is
unlikely to do that.

Perwin said the driver’s license privacy case is unigue because it has such a
widespread effect. i

“This affects every driver’s license holder in the stafe of Florida,” he said. “It affects
whether a mass marketer can call you at dinner.”

Both sides are pursuing discovery while the state asks the U.S. Supreme Court to
hear the case. State Atforney General Bill McCollum's office has hired a Washington
law firm to handle the case.
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if the Supreme Court accepts it, Perwin would make his third appearance before the Spedial Repodt:
nation’s high court. He won once outright and won a partial victory in the other case. sﬁuth F; ﬂrida
Perwin, an appellate lawyer since 1974, has handled appeals for the government of comm 1 i l
Belize in a telephone system dispute, Ecuadorian shrimp producers against DuPont e c a
and the nation's largest independent hip hop producer in a dispute over rights to a Re&i Estaie
Pitbull album.
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